The title compound, C 5 H 4 Cl 2 N 2 , is essentially planar with an r.m.s. deviation for all non-H atoms of 0.009 Å . The largest deviation from the mean plane is 0.016 (4) Å for an N atom. In the crystal, molecules are linked by pairs of C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds, forming inversion dimers, enclosing an R 2 2 (6) ring motif.
Related literature
For the applications of pyrimidine derivatives as pesticides and pharmaceutical agents, see: Condon et al. (1993) ; as agrochemicals, see: Maeno et al. (1990) ; as antiviral agents, see: Gilchrist (1997) ; as herbicides, see: Selby et al. (2002) ; Zhu et al. (2007) ; and for applications of organoselenide compounds, see: Ip et al. (1997) . For the crystal structure of 5-methylpyrimidine, see : Furberg et al. (1979 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). have been reported (Selby et al., 2002; Zhu et al., 2007) . In the present study, we were interested in examining a derivative of pyrimidine with a methyl substituent surrounded by two chlorine atoms.
The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . The molecule is planar, as is typical in benzenes substituted by halogen atoms and methyl groups, with an r.m.s. deviation for all non-H atoms of 0.009 Å. The largest deviation from the mean plane is 0.016 (4) Å for atom N3. The bond distances and bond angles in the molecule are similar to those reported for 5-methylpyrimidine (Furberg et al., 1979) .
In the crystal, molecules are linked by a pair of C-H···N hydrogen bonds forming inversion dimers (Table 1 and Fig. 2), enclosing an R 2 2 (6) ring motif.
S2. Synthesis and crystallization
The commercially available title compound (Sigma-Aldrich) was recrystallized from ethanol giving colourless prismatic crystals.
S3. Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 2 . A l l H atoms were localized in a difference Fourier map but introduced in calculated positions and treated as riding: C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C-methyl) and 1.2U eq (C) for other H atoms.
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labelling. Displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level.
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Figure 2
The crystal packing of the title compound, viewed along the b axis. Hydrogen bonds are shown as dashed lines (see Table   1 ).
4,6-Dichloro-5-methylpyrimidine
Crystal data 
